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Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky, 

   The flying cloud, the frosty light: 

   The year is dying in the night; 

Ring out, wild bells, and let him die. 
 

Ring out the old, ring in the new, 

   Ring, happy bells, across the snow: 

   The year is going, let him go; 

Ring out the false, ring in the true. 
 

Ring out the grief that saps the mind 

   For those that here we see no more; 

   Ring out the feud of rich and poor, 

Ring in redress to all mankind. 
 

Ring out a slowly dying cause, 

   And ancient forms of party strife; 

   Ring in the nobler modes of life, 

With sweeter manners, purer laws. 

Ring out the want, the care, the sin, 

   The faithless coldness of the times; 

   Ring out, ring out my mournful rhymes 

But ring the fuller minstrel in. 
 

Ring out false pride in place and blood, 

   The civic slander and the spite; 

   Ring in the love of truth and right, 

Ring in the common love of good. 
 

Ring out old shapes of foul disease; 

   Ring out the narrowing lust of gold; 

   Ring out the thousand wars of old, 

Ring in the thousand years of peace. 
 

Ring in the valiant man and free, 

   The larger heart, the kindlier hand; 

   Ring out the darkness of the land, 

Ring in the Christ that is to be. 

Ring Out Wild Bells  

by Alfred Lord Tennison 
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President’s 

Message 
 

 

 

        President Linda Saala 

 

Good bye 2017. Of your 365 days, Loma Rica 
will only remember one. October 8, the night 
of winds and fire. And although the terror and 
devastation will remain in our minds forever, 
we will also remember the generosity and self-
lessness of people near and far who sent dona-
tions of every kind to help remind us we are 
not in this alone!  We are truly blessed here in 
God’s country! 

Greetings 2018!  You are a brand new year and 
we are giddy thinking of all the possibilities, 
and, all we can accomplish with a prayer and a 
dream, fortitude and hard work! We ARE the 
Phoenix rising from the ashes! 

As your president, I am going to refocus on my 
year goal to have all processes in the club doc-
umented. Before the fire we were off to a 
good start, thanks to Lion Susie who brought 
me a binder of documentation. Now, if I can 
only find it…..Just kidding…. 

I hope to gain control over our meeting again, 
and get back to my fun, silly games! And we 
are welcoming guest chefs, so step up and 
share your talented kitchen delights! 

Calendar events coming soon are, Student 
Speaker Contest, Crab Feed (2), sponsor ap-
preciation dinner, and, before we know it---
voting for new Board of Directors!  Throw in a 
Lions convention in April, and this Board of Di-
rectors will be looking forward to handing the 
reins over to President elect Sheri Vess and 
crew! 

Let’s get this party started!  



 Editor’s  

Message 

 

This poem is often enjoyed 
New Year’s Day, and it seems 
especially profound for our 
community this year, in       
particular.  Here’s to ringing in 
a fabulous New Year!   I       
encourage all members to   
submit pictures and articles 
for the Foothill Lions bulletin.  
The deadline for submissions is 
the 25th of each month.  Let 
me hear your ROAR! 

Contact information… 

Email:  lauriehigh37@gmail.com 

Cell Phone:  701-7589 

Peace Poster  

Contest Winner... 

Dakota Lee Dickinson 
This year’s winner of the Foothill 
Lions Peace Poster contest is 13-
year-old Dakota Lee Dickinson, a 
student at Foothill Middle School.  In December, President 
Linda Saala presented Dakota with her award.  Peace Poster 
contest chairperson, Sally Carter shared details about Dako-
ta which were provided by Dakota’s mom. 

“Dakota has always had compassion for wanting to help peo-
ple, even when she was little, wanting her dad and me to stop 
and help people on the side of the road.” 

Whenever anyone needed help with something, she always 
wanted to be involved.  Dakota started the “Closet of Hope” 
almost three years ago, to help the homeless school children 
at Mary Covillaud School in Marysville.  This project started 
with her community service project for 4-H.  She told her 
mom, “I want to do something to make a difference.”  That is 
when she found out about the need at Covillaud School and 
the homeless school children,  Dakota went on a mission to 
get donations.  She called family, talked to friends, and 
asked the 4-H families for donations.  Dakota has made sev-
eral trips in the past years with numerous items for the 
school. Mandra Soothward, coordinator of the Closet, told 
Dakota that she is making a big difference because the need 
for the items is so great. 

Dakota’s list of heartfelt community service continues to ex-
pand. With the Cascade Fire, Dakota volunteered. She as-
sisted  people in getting what they needed and helped to load 
their cars and trucks.  She helped organize all the animal 
food and aided children in getting the right size shoes, or a 
toy - or just played with them. Dakota is an amazing young 
girl with such a big heart. 

Dakota did a speech about the homeless school children for 
4-H.  This sums up all she feels about doing “Closet of Hope” 
and why she does it.  “Imagine this – you are in the 3rd grade 
and you just spent the night sleeping outside with your fami-
ly. No bed, no hot dinner, and no TV.  You get up in the morn-
ing, walk to school in the same clothes you have had on so 
long you don’t remember, but you get up and go with all the 
strength and courage you have that maybe tomorrow will be 
better.”   Foothill Lions were so impressed by her service to 
the community that they donated proceeds from the Com-
fort Food dinner on December 11th to Dakota’s Closet of 
Hope. Dakota exemplifies what the Lions club is all about.  

Treasurer’s Report 

 
Unrestricted  Income: 
     

Bar    $2,919 

50/50   $    47 

Rental   $  130  

 

 

 

Expenses: 

 

Utilities  $ 1,145 

Office Supplies $   789 

Club Supplies  $     55 

Bar Supplies  $ 2,135 

Membership  $   582 



 Do you know of any Lions who could use a bit of sunshine?   

 Please do not hesitate to reach out to our Sunshine Chairman, Lion Diana 
Wheeler at 741-1502. She’d love to hear from you! 

 

Lion Carlos Quihuis was recently sick and hospitalized.  He is out of the hospital now, but was 
seriously ill for several days.  We are thankful he was able to receive the needed medical  in-
tervention.  Our thoughts are with you, Carlos. 

Lioness Ronna Chesney lost her mother a few days ago. Our thoughts and prayers are with 
you., Ronna. 

Lion David (Dave) McConnell, a charter member of the Foothill Lions Club, passed away on   
November 14, 2017.  Please keep his wife, Carole, and his family in your prayers.  

Lion Sheri Vess recently underwent neck surgery and is doing well.  Wishing you a speedy     
recovery, Sheri. 

Lion Mike Saala is recovering from eye surgery.  We’re thinking of you, Mike and wishing you a 
successful recovery. 

Lion Irene Dani was sick one day, sassy the next! Sassy is always preferred. 

 

Submitted by Lion Sally and President Linda 

ANNUAL FOOTHILL LIONS CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIRE 
 

December 2, 2017 brought the Annual Christmas Faire to the Foothill Lions 
Club.  The hall was filled with vendors selling their crafts, candies, clothing, 
Calolea Olive Oils along with specialty items, and lovely creations of many 
types.  The craftsmanship of the vendors was outstanding with all the beauti-
ful items on display.   

Lions Sally and Gertie, along with prospective new member, Ms. Anne Call,     
created a lovely space filled with wonderful items for the many people visiting 
and buying these great gifts.  Christmas music filled the room making a festive 
atmosphere. 

Lion Gertie prepared hot dogs and sodas for $1.00 each.  There was complimentary coffee, hot 
chocolate, and water, as well as the “sweets table” with cookies, pastries and cakes free of 
charge.  The Community Center was packed in the main hall, the outer hall, and even on the  
patio with the vendors and the customers looking for that special gift.  The weather was great 
for our event and the parking lot was full of cars.   

The funds raised from booth rentals were earmarked for the Christmas  
Baskets for the Needy program.  Anne informed us that an anonymous donor 
was going to match the monies raised with a like amount.  The Christmas  
spirit was certainly in the air this year. 

Everyone had a wonderful time and said they couldn’t wait until next year.  
Ms. Anne Call did an outstanding job organizing the event and getting out 
the word with the help of Lion Debbie Burlingame posting on social media.    
Hope to see you all next year! 

Submitted by Lion Sally Carter 



  December General Meetings 
 

    Love Lights a Tree 

The Foothill Lions Club Love Lights a Tree ceremony was held at the De-
cember 7th general meeting.  During this touching ceremony, members 
honored loved ones who are no longer with us by lighting a candle.  This can 
be difficult time for many, but there is great comfort in the shared expe-
rience of remembrance with our Lion family.  The official club tree was al-
so set aglow and members enjoyed friendship and a tasty spaghetti dinner 
prepared by Lion Jean Marie and President Linda. 
 

         Christmas Party 
 

Our General Meeting on December 21st in-
cluded our Christmas gift exchange and 
potluck dinner.  The ham was provided by 
the Lions Club and the other dishes were 
brought by members to share.  Everything 
was great, and we had a good turnout for 
this meeting. 

Treasurer Kim, who is also co-bar manager, announced the winner of the 
55-inch television, which was a project Lion Kim and Lion Joni had de-
vised around our taco nights, football nights, and comfort food nights to 
bring in more members.  This project had been going for several months 
and the winner of the drawing was Larry Taber, who attended one of 
the events as a guest of one of our members.  Of course, there were a 
lot of unhappy people who had wished they were the winner.  Lion Kim 

will notify Mr. Taber to pick up his prize.  

Everyone had a good time with the gift ex-
change.  Lions Joni and Susie were Santa’s 
helpers for the evening dispensing the gifts.   
Santa was unable to attend because he was 
busy with other duties, as it was so close to 
his own Christmas deliveries, but his helper 
elves did an excellent job.  

January 2018 

Lion Birthdays 
• Paul Halcomb 

• Shari McKim 

• Jason Mowery 

Please join us for your Birthday dinner celebration to be held during the first General Meeting 
of each month.  Birthday dinners for the Birthday Lions will be FREE! 



CHRISTMAS BASKETS FOR THE NEEDY 
 

 

Lion Debbie Burlingame, chairman of the 
Christmas for the Needy project, an-
nounced there were 20 families who re-
ceived boxes of food and toys for the 
children in each family.  The Foothill Li-
ons club has collected donations from 
businesses, Lions members and sold Ta-
cos for several months on Monday nights 
to fund this worthy project, collecting 
approximately $5000.00.   It is truly a 
labor of love for our club. 

 

Lions members went shopping to pur-
chase the items for the food boxes from 
Food Maxx in Linda, CA.   Lions Kim, Joni, 
Susie, Rhonda (and her granddaughter), 
Christy, wife of Lion Pete, Liz, wife of 
Lion Dave, Janet, Sherry Couch (a pro-
spective new member) and Lion Vera, 
purchased approximately $3300.00 in 
food and miscellaneous items on Friday, 
December 22nd.  The group met again, with a few more members involved 
(Lions Sally and Gerry) at the Lions Club to put the Christmas boxes to-
gether.   This was a major process – making sure that all the boxes had the 

same items included.  It was an assembly line of Lions members and guests filling these boxes.  
The entire process was most impressive, as it pretty much worked out perfectly.   

 

The food boxes are only part of the process, as donations of 
toys and monies to purchase toys came from donation boxes 
located in local business, such as the Loma Rica Store and 
the Dollar General Store, and private donations from com-
munity members as well as Lions members.  There were huge 
bags and boxes filled with toys, clothes, and miscellaneous 
items stacked high in the Lions Club lounge to be given out 
with the boxes of food. 

 

Chairman Debbie started calling the families to pick up their individual Christmas boxes and 
toys on Saturday, December 23rd.    The whole project was like a “well-oiled” machine as many 
of the volunteers had done this before.   There is so much organizing, volunteering to help 
prepare and sell the tacos, coordinating with other agencies, collecting the donations and mak-
ing sure everyone who is in need receives some Christmas cheer!   There is no more heart-
warming experience than helping people during the holiday season and bringing just a little bit 
of help and love to people who really appreciate the efforts. 

 

Submitted by Lion Sally Carter 



SANTA COMES TO TOWN! 
 

On Thursday, December 14, 2017, Santa (Lion Mike 
Fitzgerald) and his elves (Lions Cindi F. and Sally C.) 
arrived at the Spring Valley School on Fruitland Road 
to deliver toys and happiness to the children attend-
ing this remarkable school, which is dedicated to 
helping families of children with special needs.   

Santa first delivered toys to the morning group of 5 
children, with their parents present, along with the 
staff of the school cheering on!    The afternoon 
group of 5 children received their presents also with 
their parents present. 

 

The Foothill Lions Club has participated in 
this program for several years, each time 
bringing joy and happiness to these young 
children.  Lion Colleen Kelly had a special 
place in her heart for this program and the 
Foothill Lions Club is proud to continue it in 
her memory. 

The members donated monies to purchase the 
gifts that the children requested.  Lion Sier-
ra and her daughter, Karina, did the shopping 
and wrapping for the club.   

 

It is this type of giving that brings joy to both the 
children and the members participating.  What bet-
ter way to celebrate the holidays than bringing 
smiles to the faces of little children. 

The children made a special present for Santa to 
thank him and the Foothill Lions Club for the pre-
sents.  Santa couldn’t stay too long because the rein-
deer were parked outside and were anxious to get on 
to the next delivery of toys. 

 

 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL THE LITTLE CHILDREN 
OF THE WORLD! 

 

Submitted by Lion Sally Carter 
 



 MINUTES – BOARD MEETING – DECEMBER 28, 2017 

The meeting was called to order at 6:04 pm by President Linda Saala.  The financial report was 
submitted by Treasurer Kim Hall.  Discussion was held regarding the line items and explanations 
clarified the questions.  Motion was made by Lion Mike and 2nd by Lion Delores to accept the 
financial reports as presented.  Motion was voted on and passed unanimously. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

Lion Gertie and Lion Kim gave an update on the upcoming New Year’s Eve party.  Finger foods were requested 
by Lion Gertie.  The club is providing French Dip sandwiches, black-eyed peas and champagne for the attendees.   
Everyone was urged to come and bring their neighbors and friends.   

President Linda asked for a volunteer to be the chef for the first meeting in January 2018.  It was decided that we 
would have BBQ hamburgers and Hot dogs, with Lion Delores making a potato salad, Lion Sally preparing baked 
beans and Lion Janet to provide dessert.  This is our Birthday dinner so all members with birthdays in January are 
urged to come to the meeting and be honored.  The birthday dinner is FREE for the birthday babies. 

Lion Sally inquired about the Student Speaker contest, but the item was tabled as Lion John Newlin, chairman of 
the event, was not present. 

There was a lengthy discussion on who would fill the vacant Janitor’s position.  It was decided that President 
Linda’s sister would fill in until we could find the appropriate person to fill the job.  The first item was to make a 
detailed list of duties, advertise through the bulletin and request recommendations from our members to find a 
person(s) who would be suitable.  There are currently two possible candidates, but the list must be updated first. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Our club will not be represented at the MD4 convention.   It is too far away, and we are still actively assisting with 
the fire victims. 

Lion Kim, co-bar manager is scheduling a bartender’s meeting in January.  She is requesting that all bartenders and 
fill-in bartenders attend to go over the proper procedures. 

Lion Sally told the board that a request had been received from the District asking for Directory Ads for the Con-
vention’s program.  We usually purchase a full-page ad at the cost of $100.00.  Motion was made to pay $100 for 
our club’s ad with Lion Jean making the ad and the motion was approved.   

President Linda asked if we still wanted to continue to have Calpine Internet provide service to the club.  More 
information is needed so the item was tabled until the next board meeting. 

President Linda stated we need to re-focus on the documentation goals on club procedures.    

President Linda advised the board that a fire victim is requesting to use the kitchen on Fridays to prepare food to 
raise funds.   A lengthy discussion was held with the pros and cons of allowing an individual to use the facilities.  
The person is food certified.  It was decided to allow Walter Knotts to have one dinner on Friday, January 26, 
2018 as a trial.  The matter will be evaluated to see how it goes. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

President Linda read the correspondence.  It was noted that a $100 donation for the fire fund was received from 
the Boy Scout Troop 6400, and we received $195 in cash as a donation to the fire fund from the Sacramento 
Council of Governors.   

President Linda announced that Linzee DeGraff, daughter of our Membership Chairman, Lion Jim DeGraff and 
Lion Susan is having a “Sweet 16” party on January 6, 2018.  Linzee has practically grown up in the Lions club.  A 
motion was made by Lion Mike to present Linzee with a gift not to exceed $125.00.  There was a 2nd motion by 
Lion Sally – motion passed. 

Motion to adjourn the meeting by Lion Mike and 2nd by Lion Delores.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:05 pm.  
Goodnight to all! 

Submitted by Lion Sally Carter, Secretary 



January 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

 

 

Bar Open 

(Lissa/Bill H) 

2 

 

 

Bar Open 

(Susie) 

3 

Zumba 

 

Bar Open 

(Sally) 

4 

General Mtg 

 

Bar Open 

(Janet) 

5 

 

 

Bar Open 

(Billy) 

6 

 

 

 

7 

 

 

 

8 

Comfort Food 

 

Bar Open 

(Lissa/Rhonda) 

9 

 

 

Bar Open 

(Mike F) 

10 

Zumba 

 

Bar Open 

(Bill H) 

11 

 

 

Bar Open 

(Jean Marie) 

12 

 

 

Bar Open 

(Toby) 

13 

 

 

 

14 

 

 

 

15 

Comfort Food 

 

Bar Open 

(Lissa/Bill H) 

16 

 

 

Bar Open 

(Susie) 

17 

Zumba 

 

Bar Open 

(Sally) 

18 

General Mtg 

 

Bar Open 

(Janet) 

19 

 

 

Bar Open 

(Mike S.) 

20 

 

 

 

21 

 

 

 

22 

Comfort Food 

 

Bar Open 

(Lissa/Rhonda) 

23 

 

 

Bar Open 

(Mike F) 

24 

Zumba 

 

Bar Open 

(Bill H) 

25 

Board Mtg 

 

Bar Open 

(Jean Marie) 

26 

Cascade Fire  
Fundraiser  

Dinner 

Bar Open 

(Toby) 

27 

 

 

 

28 

 

 

 

29 

Comfort Food 

 

Bar Open 

(Lissa/Bill H) 

30 

 

 

Bar Open 

(Susie) 

31 

Zumba 

 

Bar Open 

(Sally) 

   
Bar schedule is tentative.  
Please contact Kim 
regarding updates. 



 

.   IN THE NEXT ISSUE... 

FOOTHILL LIONS CLUB 
FOOTHILL COMMUNITY CENTER 
5667 FRUITLAND ROAD 
LOMA RICA, CA  95901 

PLACE  

STAMP 

HERE 

Contact Us! 
Give us a call for more information about  

• community projects 

• functions 

• hall rentals and  

• membership application 

 

 

FOOTHILL LIONS CLUB 

5667 Fruitland Road  

Loma Rica, CA  95901 

(530)742-5466 

 

Visit us on the web at www.foothill-lions.net 

BATENDER’S MEETING 

 
Lion Kim, co-bar manager, is scheduling a Bartender’s 
meeting to be held in January 2018.  The actual date 
has not been set yet.   PLEASE, ALL CURRENT     
BARTENDERS AND FILL-IN BARTENDERS FOR 
FUNCTIONS OR AS ADDITIONAL HELP, PLAN ON 
ATTENDING THIS MEETING.   THERE IS A LOT OF 
VALUABLE INFORMATION TO BE DISCUSSED.      
You will all be notified of the 
date and time after the 1st of the 
year. 

 

 New Years Eve Dance 

 Student Speaker Contest 

 Crab Feed 

 Valentine’s Day 


